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It's	time	for	Rishi	Sunak	to	fire
up	the	engine	of	the	East

Midlands!
Along	with	colleagues,	I've	written	to	the	Secretary	of	State	for	Levelling
Up	to	press	the	case	for	the	East	Midlands	to	be	given	even	more	clout
and	funding.
	
Our	new	devolution	deal	will	bring	money	and	powers	to	our	area,	and	is
a	big	step	forward,	offering	us	opportunities	in	transport,	skills	and
investment.

At	the	same	time	though,	Andy	Burnham	in	Manchester,	already
equipped	with	more	powers	than	we	are,	is	taking	further	steps	in	new
'Trailblazer'	deals	announced	in	the	Budget.

My	colleagues	and	I	argue	that	the	East	Midlands	should	be	at	the	front
of	the	queue	to	'level	up'	and	that	Government	can't	allow	Manchester
and	Birmingham	to	disappear	in	to	the	distance.

As	a	Conservative,	I	also	want	to	see	"Levelling	up"	defined	by
conservative	principles;	innovation,	enterprise,	and	offering	more
opportunity,	not	by	the	left-wing	versions	in	Manchester	and	London,
with	congestion	charges	and	anti-car	policies	that	limit	choice	and	make
lives	harder.	

We've	asked	the	Secretary	of	State	to	consider	this,	and	to	equip	our
area	with	new	opportunities	that	Manchester	has	had	for	5+	years
already,	like	new	local	trade	and	investment	policy,	on	top	of	the
exciting	new	deal	we've	already	secured.

Read	more	about	this	from	the	Nottingham	Post	here…

https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/nottingham-news/levelling-up-being-defined-left-8314280?fbclid=IwAR3hJSmNCF088V44q5FHpOhNyeBOIkxIxgiyXWVRgJSjhXAyT4ROGfrMX00
file:///var/www/html/public/%7B%7B%20mirror%20%7D%7D


And	my	column	about	this	in	the	Express	here…

Read	more	about	this	from
the	Telegraph	here…

We're	making	major	progress	on
massive	projects	for	our	area,	to
boost	the	economy,	create	great
new	jobs,	improve	our
infrastructure	and	more...

My	colleagues	across	the	region
and	I	have	written	to
Government	calling	on	every
department	to	help	us	stoke	the
fires,	and	get	our	Midlands
Engine	firing	on	both	cylinders.

We've	got	all	the	potential,	and
all	the	great	projects	and
businesses	that	our	colleagues
in	the	West	Mids	have	got,	but
we're	yet	to	get	the	levers	and
funds	that	they	have.
	
Now's	the	time	to	empower	our
region	so	that	we	can	deliver	a
better	deal	for	local	people;	one
that	can	change	lives.

Ways	to	keep	in	touch	
Click	to	follow	and	subscribe…

If	you're	a	constituent,	join	the	private	Facebook
group	here!

https://www.express.co.uk/comment/expresscomment/1754271/rishi-sunak-devolution-east-midlands-engine-comment?fbclid=IwAR2PEPDX2E6DLX9i5hQa8LSkvJyI4y6AAvS1u_eeMxOkWSaPE2HeUFycahQ
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2023/04/01/levelling-up-defined-left-politicians-tory-mps-warn/?fbclid=IwAR35fX7VqijQhCybNjzMwESQHcWQ9ciXxTN-wN2A5ZVIP5hD4Pn5QA4ySHk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/480853855751055
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Looking	back	on	another	busy	month	as	we	headed	into	April	last
weekend!

Household	Support	Funding	reaches
£28.2m	for	Nottinghamshire
The	extension	of	the	Household	Support	Fund	means	a	further
£11.3m	of	support	over	the	coming	months	for	those	residents
around	Nottinghamshire	who	need	it!



Find	out	more	here…

Visiting	Mansfield	and	Ashfield
Bangladeshi	Association
I've	been	to	the	Mansfield	and	Ashfield	Bangladeshi	Association	this
week	to	meet	some	guys	who	have	raised	over	£8000	for	the	Turkey
and	Syria	Appeal,	support	victims	and	survivors	of	the	recent
devastating	earthquakes	that	killed	nearly	60,000	people.	What	an
amazing	effort!	Well	done	

Out	and	about	ahead	of	the	May
elections!

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/business-community/cost-of-living-support/household-support-fund-phase-3




Out	and	about	around	Barringer	Road	with	County	Cllr	Andre
Camilleri	-	Mayoral	Candidate	for	Mansfield	and	his	latest	leaflet.
	
Local	elections	are	in	just	four	weeks	time.	After	decades	of	the	same
old	failure	from	Labour	and	the	Mansfield	Independent	Party,	blowing
your	money	on	buildings	in	London	and	Edinburgh	instead	of
investing	here!	Let's	make	a	change	this	May	and	elect	Andre	and
our	Mansfield	Conservatives	team.	

We'll	focus	in	getting	the	basics	right	at	MDC.	Making	the	most	of	the
significant	town	centre	investment	we've	received,	sorting	out
antisocial	behaviour	and	social	housing,	changing	the	culture	of	the
Council	to	be	more	responsive	to	what	residents	need,	and	ultimately
giving	you	the	choice	about	whether	you	even	want	a	Mayor	at	all.
	
Andre	will	scrap	the	job	altogether	if	that's	what	residents	choose.



Oaktree	Residents	Group
I've	been	on	Oak	Tree	Estate	with	Nick	Marks	from	Oaktree	Residents
Group	where	we've	been	to	meet	some	local	residents	and	raise
some	issues	with	Mansfield	District	Council.	Nick	is	working	really
hard	for	the	estate,	I	hope	he	does	well	in	the	local	elections	in	a	few
weeks	time!



Warsop	residents	meeting
Up	in	Warsop	on	Thursday	evening	for	a	residents	meeting	along
with	Councillor	Bethan	Eddy.	Always	fab	to	pop	in	to	the	High	Street,
where	it's	really	improved	in	recent	years	and	become	a	lovely	little
town	centre.	

Looking	forward	to	seeing	the	new	Health	and	Leisure	Centre	open
up	here	later	this	year,	with	Towns	Fund	money	from	the
Government.	We'll	finally	restore	these	facilities	for	Warsop	after	the
Mansfield	Independent	Party	closed	them	down	in	2018.

Our	meeting	this	week	was	with	residents	of	Spion	Kop	about	road
safety…

Here's	a	video	about	our
resident's	meeting

Rooting	Grooming	Gangs	out	
once	and	for	all…
This	is	bang	on!	As	politicians	many	of	us	have	fought	this	cause,	but
I've	never	heard	a	Prime	Minister	be	so	clear	and	robust	on	it!

Political	correctness	should	NEVER	be	allowed	to	get	in	the	way	of
criminal	actions,	and	particular	the	kinds	of	examples	as	we've	seen
in	Rotherham	and	Birmingham.

Watch	a	video	from	the	PM…

Read	more	about	this…

https://fb.watch/jM2Rjouhy2/
https://fb.watch/jHHeL-V0k5/
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1753895/Rishi-Sunak-political-correctness-child-grooming-gangs-video?fbclid=IwAR0jQHM_82K7fs5ieET-nGegO6_0SelV3Yi29tF4Gx9n68kvXyQv-EhVJQ8




East	Midlands	Freeport	signed	off!
Our	region's	economy	continue	to	take	steps	forward,	with	new	kinds
of	jobs	being	created	with	big	opportunities	for	business	to	invest.
The	Freeport	is	one	example,	approved	last	week,	along	with	STEP
Fusion	research,	our	regional	Development	Company,	Integrated	Rail
Plans,	devolution	opportunities,	and	major	new	skills	investment
through	Towns	and	Levelling	Up	Funds.	It's	really	positive	stuff.

Find	out	more	here…

Notts	County	Council	leading	£8m
‘Gigahubs’	project
''With	the	way	the	world	has	changed	these	last	few	years,	having
access	to	reliable	and	fast	broadband	has	never	been	more
important.	This	project	will	help	support	children’s	learning	in	the
classroom	and	help	those	who	can’t	afford	or	access	high-speed
broadband	at	home.	For	example,	being	able	to	pop	into	their	local
library	to	help	with	things	like	online	searches	for	work	and	training
will	help	boost	local	skills	and	the	economy."
			
“Thanks	to	devolution	negotiations,	we’ve	secured	extra	money	to
benefit	even	more	local	residents,	particularly	young	people.	It	is	a
great	example	of	how	devolution	has	already	brought	even	more
investment	to	our	area	to	help	future	generations	thrive...''

Find	out	more	here…

https://www.hucknalldispatch.co.uk/news/politics/council/another-string-in-bow-as-government-signs-off-major-east-midlands-freeport-plans-4089335?fbclid=IwAR04zlb6hoMJOOIDUXfylw2GfaK8crMuMDzwmu0MegYRwXY8CMi2QGb25W0
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/newsroom/news/county-council-set-to-lead-8-million-gigahubs-proj?fbclid=IwAR1qUorfDtx7TYoixNwb39gRfr-Dvt5KaoM1kq2gW1IoO5SkcmopLun850E


Funding	boost	for	road	safety	across
England
New	road	safety	funding	announced	today	includes	support	to	fix
safety	issues	on	the	A52,	A609	and	A6130...	

According	to	Road	Safety	Foundation	analysis,	early	estimates
suggest	that	the	£47.5	million	investment	should	prevent	around	760
fatal	and	serious	injuries	over	the	next	20	years,	with	a	benefit	to
society	of	£420	million.

Read	more	here…

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nearly-50-million-boost-for-safer-roads-across-england?fbclid=IwAR1BanlaqIbo_rEwC39hTMlDzfQmhgCPq5iBNhkE9UX9Oao8eq-jQZcTtYY


Out	and	about	campaigning	in	Derby
City!

Been	to	see	Amanda	Solloway
MP,	along	with	this	other
random	bloke	who	photo
bombed…
	
Helping	the	guys	in	Derby	City
launch	their	local	election



campaigns.
	
Good	luck	everyone!	

Local	elections	are	on	May	the	4th
Details	of	upcoming	local	elections	for	Mansfield	District	Council	are
beginning	to	land	through	your	letterboxes	this	week.
	
Remember	that	if	you	vote	in	person	at	the	polling	station,	you	need
to	take	a	photo	ID	with	you.	If	you	don't	have	one	you	can	get
one	for	free	here.

You	can	also	still	sign	up	to	vote	by	post	(where	you	don't	need	ID)
using	the	link	below.

Most	importantly	don't	forget	to	vote	for	County	Cllr	Andre	Camilleri	-
Mayoral	Candidate	for	Mansfield	2023	and	the	Mansfield
Conservatives	team.

Apply	for	a	postal	vote

Find	out	about	activities	near
you!

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-a-postal-vote
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/holiday-activities-and-food
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate?fbclid=IwAR1-1JJ89ZjYTtCnJDNccQpthl3Y9YRn_hmACizlQdxvmFbP520xV6pLuIk


And	finally,	this	week's	column!	⬇		
Click	below	to	read…

“New	bill	on	immigration	is	a	fundamental	issue	of	fairness”

That's	all	for	this	week!
	
Thanks	for	reading	and	I	hope	you	have	a	great	weekend!
	
Ben

Follow	me	on	social	media	

Ben	Bradley	MP
Member	of	Parliament	for	Mansfield	&	Warsop

36	Church	Street,	Mansfield,	NG18	1AE
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